IN BRIEF

A Senator Jerry Hill, 13" Senate District
" SB 62 — Public Utilities Commission Office of the Safety Advocate

SB 62 codifies and sunsets the Office of the Safety
Advocate within the California Public Utilities
Commission (CPUC). The funding for the Office
had been approved in the 2016-17 Budget.

THE PROBLEM

Contact: Tony Marino tony.marino@sen.ca.gov 916-651-4013

As the funding for the Office has already been
approved, the only way subject the Office to sunset
review is to codify it.

THE SOLUTION

The Administration’s 2016-17 Spring Finance
Letter (SFL) requested 11 positions to create a new
in-house safety advocate at CPUC—modeled on the
Office of Ratepayer Advocates. The Legislature
approved the budget request but not the trailer bill
language, so a follow-up policy bill is needed to
establish the roles and responsibilities of the office.

The Administration’s rationale behind establishing
a safety advocate within the CPUC is that the
CPUC has not been able to recruit parties to
intervene in CPUC proceedings to advocate for
safety, and this organizational unit would fill that

gap.

A specific office with a focus on safety is important
because the CPUC sets rates for utilities on an
individual basis and therefore safety must be
addressed in a large number of CPUC proceedings.

The Senate Subcommittee on Gas, Electric and
Transportation Safety held a hearing on the
Administration proposal on May 3, 2016, and found
details which needed further attention. Among those
details were that the proposal:

1) Inappropriately placed safety responsibility
with the new Office. Responsibility for
safety must remain with the Commissioners.

2) Didn’t emphasize the importance of
transparency  of  safety  performance
information.

3) Didn’t ensure sufficient independence
regulated utilities and accountability to the
Legislature.

SB 62 replaces the Administration’s trailer bill
language and addresses these three points.
Accountability is created by requiring Legislative
reauthorization before a January 2020 sunset date.

SB 62 will codify the Office of the Safety Advocate
within the CPUC. The office, with a total of 11 staff
members, will do the following:

e Recommend improvements to the CPUC’s
safety management policy and procedures.

e On behalf of the interests of public utility
customers, advocate for safety as a party to
the CPUC’s proceedings, including the
transparency of safety information.

The Office will annually report to the Legislature on
a yearly basis.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Tony Marino — 651-4013 tony.marino@sen.ca.gov
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